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M ESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Born April 12, 2005, IEDRO charged ahead with environmental Data Rescue and Digitization

DR&# Awx UONT EOUwWPOwWUT T wxOOUT UUWEUT EVUwWOT wOT T whOUOEGB u
National Climatic Data Center, rescued and digitized nearly 1,500,000 historic weather
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loses nearly that many every three weeks due to deteriorating paper, fading microfiche, or just

being tossed out.

Economic changes hit hard during the recent years. Humanity will be feeling the effects for
years with high unemployment, foreclosures and a lower standard of living.

Unfortunately , this economic climate has dramatically lessened ability for developing countries
to preserve the centuries of historic weather observations that are the foundations for the
POUOEz Uwi OY b U O dhdselnte Fhe nuddésiHatddddceypreventable deaths and
injuries from extreme environmental events throughout the world. These models predict
climate change, the spread of disease, occurrence of floods and the frequency of drought and
resultant famine and hundreds of other applications.

Countries, now barely able to feed their citizens, have no funds to rescue these data so critical to

improving the lives of all people, data taken by thousands of observersover hundreds of years;

data lying nearly forgotten and dying.

We needyour help OO P wOU wOOUU wdi wUT PUWEUDPUDPEEOQWEEUEWPDOOWEI
nothing in reserve. These are oneof-a-kind records which are dying at phenomenal rates.

Please join us to save these records by sharing your timeyour money, your energy and

enthusiasm. Tell your neighbors, family, friends about the critical work we do and how they

could help. Let your Representatives and Senators know that you not only want the small

amount of government funding IEDRO receives continued but increased to meet this vital
need.
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The Problem

arge volumes of hydro -meteorological data

exist in non-digitized and inaccessible

form. Such data are at risk of simple
disintegration and decay, or are being discarded
because paperbased records takeup valuable
office space. Thesaecords have the potential to fill
in large gaps in the global climate record,
particularly in developing countries where records
are fragmentary.

Our Purpose

IEDRO is at the forefront of environmental management. Our volunteers want to create a safer
and healthier global society. We do this by collecting historical environmental data that is in
danger of destruction and ensuring it is made available to scientists worldwide.

We strive to rescue and digitize at-risk historical environmental data throughout the world by:

1. Locating and rescuing weather and other
environmental data stored on perishable media;

Improving the

world by rescuing

i international 2. Digitizing historical environmental data; and
\§ nn'lmm[qqml/Jum

through digitization 3. Ensuring the digitized data are available for
)p e operational and research applications to its host country
as well as to the international scientific community.

[EDR
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WHY WHAT WEDO IS SO IMPORTANT

The data rescued by the International Environmental Data Rescue Organization (IEDRO)
enables the meteorological and scientific communities to provide more accurate severe weather
forecasting and to understand climate change. This knowledge offers the world community a
greater ability to more accurately predict long -range weather patterns, and thus it enables
meteorological professionals to:

1. Better understand the nature and extent of global warmi ng and climate change, as well as
the rate at which our climate is changing.

Prevent the spread of airborne and insectborne disease.
Provide more accurate lifesaving flood forecasts.

Prevent famine and starvation.

a > DN

Construct and reinforce buildings, bridges, and public services to withstand predicted

severe weather.

6. Gain a clearer understanding of human history.

Global Warming

Before mankind can take
safe living conditions for
generations, we first must
local and global. Continuous
support scientific inquiry.
data, scientists can build
information downloaded into
of local and global predictions
collection and rescue are
understanding of a changing
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measures that will ensure
ourselves and future
understand climactic change,
gathering of data will

Using historic environmental
computer models. As the
model increases, the accuracy
will also increase. Data
essential requisites to our
environment.




Halt Disease Spread

Weather conditions can
of bacteria and organisms
borne diseases.

encourage the growth
that spread severeair-
Additionally, insects,
including mosquitoes, can
as Malaria and the West

spread diseases, such
Nile virus. By

we can study the
outbreaks. Only then
officials anticipat e

gathering weather data,
history of disease
can scientists and health

future outbreaks and institute preventative
measures.

Accurate Flood Forecasts

With the exception of starvation, more people die
from flooding than any other single cause. Extensive
data is required to ensure weather forecasts have
high levels of accuracy. When data spanning over
decades is provided, scientists can identify calamity
prone areas and develop appropriate warning
systems, helping residents to adapt and foresee
changing flood patterns. Those living in the U.S.

benefit from accurate data and analysis. Developing countries would similarly benefit if
forecasts were highly accurate and, more importantly, if advanced warnings of weather and
flooding were possible.

Starvation Prevention

Over 2 million people could be saved annually from starvation if one
farmer out of a thousand had an accurate sense of drought
frequency. Several decades of information are necessary before
forecasts can be accurate. Data collection is part of a lowcost
approach that will address outbreaks of famine.
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